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the fish and conchylia to attain to a size not known in the
Mediterranean.     The   salted   eels   of Tartessus   were
dglicacy  at Athenian tables ;   and the " Tyrian tunny,
which is mentioned along with it, came partly from the
same coast, where its favourite food abounded.

It is uncertain at how early a period the Phoenicians first
planted colonies on this coast, but according to Strabo it
was soon after the Trojan war. The most important of
these colonies was Gadeira, or Gades, whose name sur-
vives in the modern Cadiz, and is supposed to have been
founded somewhere about 1100 B.C. Their other colonies
in this part were Malaca, Abdera, and Carteia, places
which now exist under the names of Malaga, Almeria,
or, according to some, Aclra, and Rocadillo. The original
city of Gadeira was small, and enclosed within a strong
wall, whence the name " Gadir " or "Gadeira/' which
means in the Phoenician language u an enclosure " or c; a
fortified place." It occupied almost exactly the site of
the modern Cadiz, being spread over the northern end of
the island, the little islet of the Trocadero, and ultimately
over a portion of the opposite coast. It contained temples
of El Melkarth, and Ashtoreth or Astarte. Malaca was
situated about as far to the east of the straits as Gadeira
was to the west of them. It derived its name from
Malakh, the Phoenician word for " salt," its inhabitants
being largely employed in the making of that commodity,
and in the salting and pickling of fish. The mountains
in its vicinity were abundantly productive both of gold
and of other metals. Abdera lay still further to the east.
It was situated, about midway in a shallow bay, which
indents the southern coast of Spain, towards the extreme
east of the rich province of Granada. Carteia was in
the bay of Algesiras, which lies immediately west of the
rock of Gibraltar.

The Phoenicians appear to have enjoyed the exclusive
benefit of the trade with Tartessus until about the year
630 B.C., when Colceus, a shipmaster of Samos, on his
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